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Welcome to the first issue of the Grapevine for 2015. This 
month we feature a lot about the recent Sampson Flat 
Bushfire (OTH), it seems to be the talk of the town so we 
hope that we have kept you updated with news of the fire. We 
were truly blessed to have such a great team of firefighters 
and emergency services workers to battle the fire. Without 
them we would have incurred so many more losses of 

livestock, pets and homes.  

Page 3 shows some of the beginning of the fire along with 
scenes throughout the town and how the CFS battled the 
fires.  Page 5 is after the fires went through, guests who 
visited the OTH Institute and the gifts that were bought to 

help people in need.  

This event will certainly live on in our minds for a long time 
to come but as the poem (page 3) written by Jill says, the 

healing is beginning by the acts of kindness shown.                            

On page 13 the Kookaburra members wrote about the fires 
and how it affected them. It was great to hear                                        
that even though they are young kids they                                                

recognised what was done for them by the CFS. 

 

 

Email: oth.grapevine@bigpond.com                                                       
Post: P.O. Box 196 One Tree Hill, S.A. 5114.    

Phone: 8280 7095  

Page 16 has the information gathered from the Debrief Meeting 
held on the 22nd January at the OTH Institute. Hopefully it has 
information that you need included in the article, if not there 

are web sites etc. on the back page.  

We are sorry to inform you that the Junior Baking competition 
has been cancelled indefinitely. The December bake off was 
very poorly attended with only 3 entries so it has been decided 
to cancel the event. If you want it to come back later in the year 
then please encourage your kids to write to us asking that it be 

bought back. All it needs is support! 

Advertisers please note that your ads have been placed in the 
Grapevine, if you donôt want to advertise this year can you 
please get in touch with us asap. We thought because 
everyone was so busy after the fire we wouldnôt bother you at 
this time with such a mundane task of checking to see if you 
wish to continue advertising this year.                                                        

Until next month, The Grapevine Team. 

  

                                                              

From the Desk  

Presidentôs Report February 2015 

This report will focus on the major bushfire that the district 
experienced over the week commencing January 2nd and ran 

for nearly an entire week.  

The One Tree Hill Progress Association responded to 
community demand and opened the Hall for residents who 
had either left their properties or were unable to get home 
and gathered at the township centre. They were very 
anxious, some not knowing whether their partners, other 
family members, animals, houses and outbuildings had 
survived the fire. The lack of information was a most 
frustrating experience at the time. By late Friday evening a 
citizen refuge was established with approximately 20+ people 
along with their pets, located at the Hall, as they waited for 

news.  

The flow of information from the CFS and Police was at times 
both heartening and disappointing, as various bits of 

information were received.  

Spirits weren't high to begin with and with each new report 
that emerged, it was very obvious that this was probably the 

largest fire this district had ever seen.  

The demands on food, water and basic toiletries stretched 
our resources, and the generous donations from the 
organisations and the public that enabled us to supply much 
needed support. The response from volunteers, who freely 
gave their time and energy was amazing. A big thank you 
must go to both June Owens and Pat Jones, who both spent 
many hours over several days helping organise and 

distribute the goods and services to those in need.  

Below are the Companies and organisations to whom we  
say a big thank you to, we will also be sending individual 

letters of thanks.  

Donations and Assistance to Progress at the Institute 

Bonanza Pizza - Craigmore - Middle of the night donation of 
pizza and drinks for those at the hall on the Friday night/Saturday 
morning.                                                                                            
Glenn Docherty, Jon Roberts and Playford Community 
Assistance members and all the Playford City Staff - For the 
initial set-up of the rest area and supplies on Saturday January 
3rd and their continuing efforts (too many to mention) throughout 
the crisis.                                                                                                                                
Liz along with other staff from JB Hi Fi - For the loan and set 
up of the TV in the hall which brought the much needed news to 
the evacuees.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nicola and son Lachlan from Office Works - Elizabeth - Also to 
other staff for the white boards and equipment that allowed all 
evacuees and volunteers at the hall to be kept informed on a daily 
basis. These 2 large white boards have now been donated to 
Progress for use during other events. Thank you so much, they will 
be well used in the many future gatherings, debriefings and meetings.                                                                                                           
The OTH Pharmacy - For their donation of medications in the first 
instance, the General Store, OTH Post Office as well as various 
businesses in the area.                                                                               
Bianco Building Supplies - Fernando - For plastic to cover hay and 
various equipment to assist with this task - requested by Peter 
Anderson who kept busy supplying and covering hay when the rain 
came.                                                                                                         
Coles, Woolworths, Foodland, Barossa Fine Foods, Bakerôs 
Delight along with many unknown sources from various areas 
who gave donations of food and other necessities. (Please excuse us 
if we have missed anyone as we no doubt have, it is so hard to thank 
all individually). We thank you all.                                                                                                        
Various members from all levels of Local, State and Federal 
Governments and their staff. Without their (unpublicised) support 
those at the Institute would not have had the assistance they 
received.                                                                                                  
Mike from Salisbury, Damien from Blakeview, numerous members of 
the OTH community and many others from the broader Adelaide/SA 
area for their tireless efforts and donations which were invaluable.                                                                                                 
Clovercrest Baptist Church - Their volunteers/members relentlessly 
drove back and forth to the Institute and other venues delivering 
much needed supplies as well as meeting residents at the road 
blocks to give them aid. They did this throughout the bushfire, well 
done to you all.                                                                                 
The Rotary Club of Playford -  For their sausage sizzle at the hall. 
Such a shame it got rained out, but all of us were grateful for the rain. 
Pat and June from Progress thank all the volunteers including 
evacuees who pitched in and helped with the distribution of donated 
goods, keeping the hall tidy and assisting those that came to the hall 
during this time. Also Sue and Connie from Housing SA and various 
Chaplains who were on hand all day on the Wednesday and 
Thursday taking care of those needing to register with the agency 
and receive some ótime outô from their harrowing experience with 
people who care.                                                                                       
To anyone we may have missed, please accept our apology and 
know that all your help was really appreciated.                                         

Community Spirit at its Finest!          

The OTH Progress Association continues to work with the 
Reconstruction Committee that is distributing both donated funds 
and money from both Federal and State Governments.                        
Continued page 3  
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Pictured on the right is Anne Dealtry and ñBrockieò the kangaroo. Brockie thinks he is going to 
be ñKing of the Mountainò when he grows up. He is one of the ñwild mobò that live on the 
Dealtryôs land. Anne whoôs back fence backs on to the Para Wirra Park was lucky to escape the 
bushfires. She is pictured inspecting the fence. Below the many scenes that we were faced with 
including the start of the fire as seen from our township. Photos have been kindly sent in by our 

readers.  

Letter To The Grapevine:                                                                                 

Thank you to the CFS for your dedication and commitment to 

protecting our community. You all do a fantastic job and we 

appreciate the incredible work you all do. My children think you are 

all heroes and indeed you all are!  You certainly are the unsung heroes 

of our State!  Whilst we were all enjoying our summer holidays you 

were tirelessly working in extreme heat to put out a devastating fire. 

Thank you so much. You are all true heroes.                                                                

Name and Address supplied.  

Letter To The Grapevine:                                                                                        

Hi editorial team, I wrote this poem about the recent bushfires and 

family have encouraged me to send it in the Grapevine.  

BUSHFIRE 

Blackened stumps of burning trees                                                              

Smoky air wafts in the breeze                                                                      

Blackened earth soft underfoot                                                                

Paddocks covered deep in soot                                                                                   

Gum trees shattered, blown apart                                                                 

Fire still burning in their heart.                                                                     

Bewildered creatures traumatized                                                          

No one there to hear their cries                                                                          

Bushfires came and changed our life                                                                    

Leaving sadness, loss and strife.                                                                            

But  bleakest times bring out the good                                                                 

Thereôs gifts galore of hay and food                                                            

Toys and clothes and chook food too                                                           

Family help with all we do                                                                          

Strangers kindness touch our hearts                                                             

And the healing feeling starts.  

By Jill McLatchie, January 15th 2015.                                                            

Photo left, taken at the OTH 
Primary School where a 

community meeting was held 
during the danger days.  

Continued from page 2  - Presidents Report                                                               

If you have experienced loss, there are several avenues for 
funding, please apply though the Department for 
Communities and Social Inclusion (DCSI) 
www.dcsi.sa.gov.au                                                                     
There are fencing posts, and a whole range of other supplies 
that are available at nil or reduced cost from DJôs Growers 
Supplies (see back page for details).                                                                                     
To conclude the bushfire was something we do not wish to 
live through again, but very heartening to see the way 
everyone pitched in when the pressure was on and provided 
a much needed support operation for this community. For 
those who gave their time and effort freely, as volunteers, a 
big thank you. The CFS and other Emergency Services 
groups were severely stretched and their efforts were truly 

amazing. Thanks and Regards Ian Slater President  

 

                          



ONE TREE HILL GRAPEVINE                                                                                             

CFS REPORT FEBRUARY 2015 
 

Incident Report  

At 12.33pm on Friday 2nd January, the One Tree Hill Brigade was called to a grass fire on Sampson Flat. The Brigade was on stand by 
because of the predicted weather conditions and responded in a matter of seconds. What happened next turned out to be the most intense 
period of fire fighting that the One Tree Hill CFS has known. Nearly 13,000 hectares of land were engulfed in the fire and the name 
Sampson Flat became known to people all over the world. There are not many locals who were not affected in some way and with the 

many stories of good luck and near misses; there are many of tragedy and loss.                                                                                                 
Unfortunately 27 houses were lost and to those who are suffering our hearts and thoughts are with you.  

It was impressive to see the OTH CFS shed turned into a buzzing control centre as the Incident Management Team took over, with staff 
and volunteers from the CFS along with other agencies including Police, SA Ambulance, DEWNR, MFS and many more working 24 hours 
a day over the next nine days to combat the fire. Behind the scenes the Operational Support crew worked tirelessly to feed this horde. 

Meanwhile the OTH oval was transformed into the staging area, managing shift changes for fire fighting units from all over SA, Victoria and 
New South Wales with the SES and Salvation Army helped by local volunteers rallying to the cause to provide                                                          

food for the thousand or more fire fighters involved.  

More impressive was the response of the community as the township was virtually taken over by the many brigades and agencies 
responding to the threat. The members of the CFS have been overwhelmed by the public response and the generosity of spirit shown by 
the local people and businesses, with far too many who have contributed individually to name in the space available. To everyone involved 

the CFS says a massive THANK YOU.  

Those still dealing with fire related issues are reminded of the SA Bushfire recovery website at www.sa.gov.au and the Recovery hotline 
on 1800 302 787. There has also been a recovery centre set up in Gumeracha at the Torrens Valley Community Centre. For information 

about remediation in the Sampson Flat Fire region, landowners can also call CFS Region 2ôs Willaston Headquarters on 8522 6088.   

Despite the devastation there is still a significant proportion of unburnt land in the OTH area and we must be vigilant over the coming 
months. Now more than ever the importance of a good Bushfire Plan is evident and I am sure many of us are reviewing what we had 

planned in light of lessons learnt over the last month. Please stay safe, be careful and once again, thank you.                                                 

For general information please contact One Tree Hill Duty Officer Phone 8280 7055                                                                                               

You can also visit the CFS website (www.cfs.sa.gov.au) or phone 1300 362 361 

 

This newsletter is published by the One Tree Hill Progress Association. Email: 

oth.progress@bigpond.com Ph: 8280 7095 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the                                      

One Tree Hill Progress Association.                 

Its purpose is to share local news, views and events.  Advertisers are responsible for 

the accuracy of the content of their advertisement. 
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Firstly I express my sympathy to everyone and anyone affected by 

the recent Sampson Flat bushfires. Further I express my sincere 

gratitude to all the Fire-fighters (CFS, MFS and interstate fireies 

and support personnel) SES personnel, volunteers, Council Staff 

and all those who donated time, effort, money and goods to help 

bring the fires to an end and support those affected by this 

terrifying tragedy. 

Council in December was about to disband the Bushfire 

Prevention Committee due to a perceived lack of interest in this 

committee. Fortunately with the unanimous support of my fellow 

elected members I was able to keep active the committee with its 

new charter to be presented to Council, now sooner, rather than 

later. I will be lobbying to have this committee made up of CFS, 

SAPOL, Council elected member, and Community member 

representation and to be charged with at least two tasks, one being 

the development of a local disaster action plan taking into 

consideration lessons learnt from recent experiences and the 

second task being to bring a report with recommendations to 

Council on ways and means of making it easier and affordable for 

all rural residents to clean and dispose of fire hazardous materials 

within the prescribed burning periods in order to mitigate the 

potential for or impact of bushfire. Council has allocated for 

bushfire prevention $45,000 for the 14/15 financial year consisting 

of $2.5K for education and advertising, $3K for general expenses, 

$5K for tree pruning along fire tracks, $300 for signage 

replacement, $6.08K for brush cutting on roadsides, $6.6K for 

VMS board Education (Aug,Oct,Dec), $17.02K for bushfire 

mitigation works and $4.5K for the Uley Road fire track upgrade. 

It can be seen that $45K does not go a long way and I will try to 

have more funds allocated to bushfire prevention within our City.  

Congratulations to all those residents who came to the Country 

Market and expressed their views in relation to the proposed 

Institute Hall upgrade. Council has taken on board the views 

expressed by the 21 written responses and made modifications  

Councillorôs Report FEBRUARY 2015  

within the scope of works and allowable budget that met the approval 

of the participants of the Special Progress meeting held 14 January 

which will eventuate in a more modern, updated venue, which still 

retains the character and amenity of the Hall. I might mention that 21 

representations were 21 more than were attracted to Councilôs 

community consultation on its City Plan, so well done to the 

community of One Tree Hill for demonstrating a commitment and 

caring for their local patch. 

Unfortunately Bushfire season is not over yet and the recent rains 

will soon evaporate into non-existence so, please be vigilant in 

protecting your assets, and in reporting any suspicious activities in 

relation to fire risks and theft.  

If you have any concerns or issues with or about our City, please in 

the first instance phone Councilôs 24 hour phone number                       

ñ8256 0333ò and or e-mail playford@playford.sa.gov.au , if 

subsequent to that approach you do not receive a timely or satisfactory 

result please feel free to contact me personally, you can email me at 

crjfederico@playford.sa.gov.au for a more direct approach.                        

When speaking to Council please remember to get a Customer 

Reference Number (CRS) to ensure registration and easy 

identification of your communication. It is always a good idea when 

bringing a Council issue to me at the Country Market, to put it in 

writing, so as I have a hard copy of your issue to give to Council for 

action.                                                                                                                                

Cr Joe Federico                                                                                             

Fax:  82807963 

Phone:   0417 016 164 

*************************************  

mailto:playford@playford.sa.gov.au
mailto:crjfederico@playford.sa.gov.au
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Photos sent in by Michael Jolly who lives 
locally, luckily he didnôt lose his home 
and animals thanks to the valiant efforts 
of the CFS and emergency services 
workers. The photos show how lucky 
Michael was when the bushfire came 

within meters of his home. 

Michael is a local gardener who 
advertises in our classified section on 
page 23. He is kindly offering a 25% 
discount to those people affected by the 
bushfires if they need a hand cleaning 

up...  

Mark, a young farmer from Sandalwood in the                           
Mallee, kindly donated a semi-trailer load of 2nd cut 
(bulking) hay to the residents of the One Tree Hill area to 
help them through the first few weeks after the bushfire. 
Neil, a local, got his brother Bill, to donate his time and 
truck to pick up the hay and deliver it to Brian Hughesôs 
property on Harvey Road. Members of the Gawler Apex 
donated their time to drive to Sandalwood to load the hay 
and then come back to One Tree Hill to unload it.  Great 
effort guys!                                                                                   
Pictured is the hay arriving and the guys all pitching in and 
unloading. The whole team is pictured at the end of the 
successful donation. The team included Neil and his 2 
sons, Bill, Brian, the volunteers from Gawler Apex and Carl, 
Brianôs neighbour.                                                                           
We donôt have photos of them loading up the semi but we 
believe that during loading a few ñtook to the hillsò because 
a large brown snake appeared in the middle of the stack.                
Most of the guys are not farmers so it was quite an 
experience for them.                                                                          
Locals can contact Brian on 0427 910 801 to organize pick 
up of the hay if                                                                              

they need it.                                                                                      

A BIG THANK                                                                                
YOU TO ALL                                                                                                                     
INVOLVED FOR                                                                                   

THIS 
WONDERFUL                                                                          

GESTURE.                                      

Pictured on the left with Mayor Glenn 
Docherty is Lee Odenwalder MP (Little 
Para). Centre, two of the many volunteers 
June and Pat chat with Glenn.                                                  
Chaplain Max is pictured with Shaun 
Kennedy acting CEO of Playford Council.                                                     
Below is an example of the many goods 
donated by the public and businesses to 
help people affected by the fires.                        
Left is a photo of the large crowd who 
attended the OTH Primary School where 
there was a meeting held during the fire 

danger days. 



If you havenõt had a chance to see an online edition of the Grapevine 

please go to the site: www.onetreehillhall.com.au click on òAbout Usó, 

scroll to the bottom of the page where you will be able to select the 

edition of your choice, the Grapevine will open up as a PDF. We have as 

many back editions of the Grapevine online as possible, if you canõt find 

the one you are looking for, email us and let us know. This is a great way 

to share local news with friends and family who canõt get a hard copy of 

the Grapevine. The Grapevine now has a facebook page. Check it out and 

have your say about your newsletter.                                                             

 

 

Like Us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/One -Tree -Hill -

Grapevine/379556192156386  
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Donõt let one bad chapter in your 

life define the rest of your life.                                            

The key is to learn from that 

chapter and re - write your own 

STORYé. 

On the 14th January, 2015 the President of OTH Progress 
Association, Mr. Ian Slater welcomed Mr. Jonathon Roberts 
and Mr. Guy Trace from Playford Council and invited them to 
present their revised plans for refurbishment of the OTH 

Institute.  

Jon and Guy opened the discussion regarding the final plans 
drawn up after community consultation. They had attended 
the OTH Country Market in December to get feedback from 
members of the public as well as discussions with members 

of Progress and the Hall Manager.  

Display boards and printed sheets of the plans were 
distributed along with each written presentation Council had 

received from the community.  

The main items addressed were:                                                             
The removal of the stud wall in the centre of the bar/supper 
room.                                                                                                        
The fridge (moveable) will have a drop down power access 
when placed in the centre of the room.                                           
A cupboard on the eastern side that was jutting into the bar 
room has been removed.                                                                   
The servery will have a cantilever ledge above either a 
cupboard 450mm deep or a double shelved unit that is 
suitable for preparing drinks on the top shelf and room for 
storing eskies/drink containers on the bottom shelf.                    
Carpet tiles are a possibility in the ónew hallô at a future date.  
Light fittings in the óold hallô to remain with new LED bulbs 
fitted.                                                                                                   
Floor coverings - still investigating the suitable material but 
will be commercial grade vinyl curing up against the wall to 
meet current standards.                                                                     
Rear door to kitchen moved back to allow better access to 
power board etc.                                                                            
Front windows - curtains will now drop 100mm below sill 
instead of full length.                                                                         

A new stage area will be a permanent fixture below the area  

holding the plaques, which will also have a curtain that is able 
to be drawn back and tied when needed. The stage will be a 

semi-circle of approximately 175mmð200mm high.  

There will be a new reverse cycle air-conditioning fitted to the 

halls and they will be set on a 3 hour timer.  

The overall response was that Playford Council had taken 
considerable effort to consider and include community 
requests wherever possible. The point was also made by both 
Jon Roberts and Guy Trace that over time they would 
consider and adjust any problems that may arise after the 

refurbishment.  

The refurbishments are due to commence following the Anzac 
Day Dawn Service in April and it is estimated that it will take 

approximately 8 weeks to complete the work.  

There should be definite dates announced in the April edition 

of the Grapevine.  

 



Horse Care - Fires and Horses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information please phone                                           

Maureen on  8280 7368                
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                                 ONE TREE HILL UNITING CHURCH  

      OUR VISION                                                                                                                           
       òPeople of Faith, sharing Godôs Love as we Worship and Serve in the Communityò                             

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS                                 
Our meetings will resume on Wednesday the 25th February 
2015 at 10.00am with morning tea.                                            
Our Guest Speaker is Rev Nita West who will talk on the 
ñLeast Coinò.  

Carols in the Garden - which were held on 21st December 
2014 was a vert successful evening once again. Well over 
100 people attended and enjoyed singing many of the old 
favourite Christmas Carols. Entertainment was also provided 
by the Sunday School children and out Youth Group 
presenting their plays. We were blessed with good weather, 
and on conclusion refreshments were served.  

  

                                                                                           

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES - 10.00am  

Sunday Service and Sunday School                                         
Visiting children are welcome to join our children attending 
Sunday School which takes place during the Service.  

SMYG (Sunday Morning Youth Group)                                   
Meet every Sunday at 10.00am with their leader whilst the 
Service is taking place. The youth share food (popcorn, 
chocolate and lollies are all favourites!) while discussing 
relevant issues.                                                                            
Throughout the year they also enjoy various activities 
including paint-balling, 10-pin bowling, weekend camps, 
cinema evenings and more.                                                         
New members are very welcome, just come along to their 
room located behind the church in the shed!  

If you have any horse query for Julie                              
please email the Grapevine.                                                  

Email: oth.grapevine@bigpond.com                                                                                           

You will find lots of information about how to prepare 

yourself and your horse in case of fire. Go to HorseSA 

website for articles. Or google it. There seem to have been 

dozens pop up in the last couple of weeks. 

I am not going to tell you all of it, just a few thoughts and 

experiences I had. 

Plan to go: You can always decide to stay. Have a place to 

take them and a way of getting there. Do not leave it until the 

last minute to start phoning around. The place to go to must 

be some distance away. It is no good going 5 kilometres up 

the road and having to move them again when the fire gets 

there as well. Do not expect people to bring their floats in to 

move your horses. I know many did but some risked their 

lives doing so. Unfamiliar drivers on narrow, unfamiliar 

roads is a recipe for disaster. Add to that urgency and big 

trucks! 

Have a safe paddock at home. It needs to be one they are 

familiar with, with little or no grass and only 1 or 2 trees. This 

is where they go EVERY fire danger day if you are not on the 

property. You may not get back to move them. 

Mark your horse: mobile phone number at the least. Grease 

based ones collect dirt and rub off when the horse rolls. 

Chalk ones dust off in 24 hours. Some spray markers work, I 

have been told. Permanent markers or liquid paper mark the 

hooves. Mark several for a chance of being able to read the 

whole number somewhere. Large numbers on the side are 

best as people can read them from a distance. 

DO NOT leave any gear on: fly masks, rugs, boots, name 

tags may all melt onto the horse's skin in a fire, causing 

severe burns. 

Cut the mane and tail short. Blow the shows, they will have 

to get used to short manes and tails. Twigs caught in them 

can set fire to the mane/tail and burn the horse. 

If you leave your horse, leave enough water for at least a 

week. Do not rely on automatic waterers; they fail in power 

outages or melt in fires. That is 280 litres per horse 

minimum.  

Leave wet hay for them to pick at. It will keep them occupied, 

keep their heads down (reduce smoke inhalation) and might 

entice them to stay in the safe paddock. Scatter it in the 

centre of the paddock, so they put their bums to the fire 

front. Wet hay will not go mouldy in a day. 

Do not try to walk your horse out unless you have experience 

walking this one on roads. If it panics there will be an 

accident. Fire trucks, sirens, smoke and your anxiety are 

very likely to combine to trigger a panic from the horse. Try 

to walk as a group of sensible horses with sensible people. 

Make sure you are dressed to lead horses: no sandals, 

thongs, high heels. 

After the fire, be aware that horses can show smoke or stress 

issues 4 or 5 weeks after the event. Colic in particular may be 

weeks showing up. Horses that seemed to be untouched are 

the most likely to slip through the net as you are not 

watching them so closely as those that are burned. 

Don't forget: the fire season has just started. The Sampson 

Flat fire only burned 12,500 Hectares.                                  

There is plenty more to burn.  

 

 

**********************************************  

HINTS AROUND THE HOME: 1: To rid your kitchen of nasty smells bake some orange peel in the oven. This gets rid of any 
unpleasant odour. 2: Bathroom mirrors donôt fog up if you rub a little liquid soap onto them and then buff off. 3: While the BBQ is 
still hot, clean with white vinegar. Let it evaporate and when slightly cool wipe with paper towels. 4: Going on a long road trip? 
Clean your car and wipe down the front bumper with a little baby oil, the bugs will wipe off easily when you reach your 
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