
 EMERGENCY NUMBERS  
 

Police:   131 444                      Hospital: 8182 9000                                        
Ambulance & Other Emergencies:     000                                                                                                   
Country Fire Service: 000                    General Business:  8280 7055                                                        

Station: (When manned) 8280 7412     Bushfire Info Hotline (24hr): 1300 362 361  
www.cfs.org.au  

 

This is a free community Newsletter. However a Gold Coin Donation towards                                                 

the cost of production of the Grapevine would be most appreciated.                                                                                                         

Please place your gold coin donation in the Piggy Banks at the General Store,                                       

Post Office, Fodder Store or OTH Country Market when you pick up your copy.                                                                                                                                 

Deadline for the MARCH edition is Monday 23rd February, 2015.         
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Welcome to the first issue of the Grapevine for 2015. This 
month we feature a lot about the recent Sampson Flat 
Bushfire (OTH), it seems to be the talk of the town so we 
hope that we have kept you updated with news of the fire. We 
were truly blessed to have such a great team of firefighters 
and emergency services workers to battle the fire. Without 
them we would have incurred so many more losses of 

livestock, pets and homes.  

Page 3 shows some of the beginning of the fire along with 
scenes throughout the town and how the CFS battled the 
fires.  Page 5 is after the fires went through, guests who 
visited the OTH Institute and the gifts that were bought to 

help people in need.  

This event will certainly live on in our minds for a long time 
to come but as the poem (page 3) written by Jill says, the 

healing is beginning by the acts of kindness shown.                            

On page 13 the Kookaburra members wrote about the fires 
and how it affected them. It was great to hear                                        
that even though they are young kids they                                                

recognised what was done for them by the CFS. 

 

 

Email: oth.grapevine@bigpond.com                                                       
Post: P.O. Box 196 One Tree Hill, S.A. 5114.    

Phone: 8280 7095  

Page 16 has the information gathered from the Debrief Meeting 
held on the 22nd January at the OTH Institute. Hopefully it has 
information that you need included in the article, if not there 

are web sites etc. on the back page.  

We are sorry to inform you that the Junior Baking competition 
has been cancelled indefinitely. The December bake off was 
very poorly attended with only 3 entries so it has been decided 
to cancel the event. If you want it to come back later in the year 
then please encourage your kids to write to us asking that it be 

bought back. All it needs is support! 

Advertisers please note that your ads have been placed in the 
Grapevine, if you donôt want to advertise this year can you 
please get in touch with us asap. We thought because 
everyone was so busy after the fire we wouldnôt bother you at 
this time with such a mundane task of checking to see if you 
wish to continue advertising this year.                                                        

Until next month, The Grapevine Team. 

  

                                                              

From the Desk  

Presidentôs Report February 2015 

This report will focus on the major bushfire that the district 
experienced over the week commencing January 2nd and ran 

for nearly an entire week.  

The One Tree Hill Progress Association responded to 
community demand and opened the Hall for residents who 
had either left their properties or were unable to get home 
and gathered at the township centre. They were very 
anxious, some not knowing whether their partners, other 
family members, animals, houses and outbuildings had 
survived the fire. The lack of information was a most 
frustrating experience at the time. By late Friday evening a 
citizen refuge was established with approximately 20+ people 
along with their pets, located at the Hall, as they waited for 

news.  

The flow of information from the CFS and Police was at times 
both heartening and disappointing, as various bits of 

information were received.  

Spirits weren't high to begin with and with each new report 
that emerged, it was very obvious that this was probably the 

largest fire this district had ever seen.  

The demands on food, water and basic toiletries stretched 
our resources, and the generous donations from the 
organisations and the public that enabled us to supply much 
needed support. The response from volunteers, who freely 
gave their time and energy was amazing. A big thank you 
must go to both June Owens and Pat Jones, who both spent 
many hours over several days helping organise and 

distribute the goods and services to those in need.  

Below are the Companies and organisations to whom we  
say a big thank you to, we will also be sending individual 

letters of thanks.  

Donations and Assistance to Progress at the Institute 

Bonanza Pizza - Craigmore - Middle of the night donation of 
pizza and drinks for those at the hall on the Friday night/Saturday 
morning.                                                                                            
Glenn Docherty, Jon Roberts and Playford Community 
Assistance members and all the Playford City Staff - For the 
initial set-up of the rest area and supplies on Saturday January 
3rd and their continuing efforts (too many to mention) throughout 
the crisis.                                                                                                                                
Liz along with other staff from JB Hi Fi - For the loan and set 
up of the TV in the hall which brought the much needed news to 
the evacuees.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nicola and son Lachlan from Office Works - Elizabeth - Also to 
other staff for the white boards and equipment that allowed all 
evacuees and volunteers at the hall to be kept informed on a daily 
basis. These 2 large white boards have now been donated to 
Progress for use during other events. Thank you so much, they will 
be well used in the many future gatherings, debriefings and meetings.                                                                                                           
The OTH Pharmacy - For their donation of medications in the first 
instance, the General Store, OTH Post Office as well as various 
businesses in the area.                                                                               
Bianco Building Supplies - Fernando - For plastic to cover hay and 
various equipment to assist with this task - requested by Peter 
Anderson who kept busy supplying and covering hay when the rain 
came.                                                                                                         
Coles, Woolworths, Foodland, Barossa Fine Foods, Bakerôs 
Delight along with many unknown sources from various areas 
who gave donations of food and other necessities. (Please excuse us 
if we have missed anyone as we no doubt have, it is so hard to thank 
all individually). We thank you all.                                                                                                        
Various members from all levels of Local, State and Federal 
Governments and their staff. Without their (unpublicised) support 
those at the Institute would not have had the assistance they 
received.                                                                                                  
Mike from Salisbury, Damien from Blakeview, numerous members of 
the OTH community and many others from the broader Adelaide/SA 
area for their tireless efforts and donations which were invaluable.                                                                                                 
Clovercrest Baptist Church - Their volunteers/members relentlessly 
drove back and forth to the Institute and other venues delivering 
much needed supplies as well as meeting residents at the road 
blocks to give them aid. They did this throughout the bushfire, well 
done to you all.                                                                                 
The Rotary Club of Playford -  For their sausage sizzle at the hall. 
Such a shame it got rained out, but all of us were grateful for the rain. 
Pat and June from Progress thank all the volunteers including 
evacuees who pitched in and helped with the distribution of donated 
goods, keeping the hall tidy and assisting those that came to the hall 
during this time. Also Sue and Connie from Housing SA and various 
Chaplains who were on hand all day on the Wednesday and 
Thursday taking care of those needing to register with the agency 
and receive some ótime outô from their harrowing experience with 
people who care.                                                                                       
To anyone we may have missed, please accept our apology and 
know that all your help was really appreciated.                                         

Community Spirit at its Finest!          

The OTH Progress Association continues to work with the 
Reconstruction Committee that is distributing both donated funds 
and money from both Federal and State Governments.                        
Continued page 3  
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Pictured on the right is Anne Dealtry and ñBrockieò the kangaroo. Brockie thinks he is going to 
be ñKing of the Mountainò when he grows up. He is one of the ñwild mobò that live on the 
Dealtryôs land. Anne whoôs back fence backs on to the Para Wirra Park was lucky to escape the 
bushfires. She is pictured inspecting the fence. Below the many scenes that we were faced with 
including the start of the fire as seen from our township. Photos have been kindly sent in by our 

readers.  
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Photo left, taken at the OTH 
Primary School where a 

community meeting was held 
during the danger days.  
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If you have experienced loss, there are several avenues for 
funding, please apply though the Department for 
Communities and Social Inclusion (DCSI) 
www.dcsi.sa.gov.au                                                                     
There are fencing posts, and a whole range of other supplies 
that are available at nil or reduced cost from DJôs Growers 
Supplies ���V�H�H���E�D�F�N���S�D�J�H���I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
To conclude the bushfire was something we do not wish to 
live through again, but very heartening to see the way 
everyone pitched in when the pressure was on and provided 
a much needed support operation for this community. For 
those who gave their time and effort freely, as volunteers, a 
big thank you. The CFS and other Emergency Services 
groups were severely stretched and their efforts were truly 

amazing. Thanks and Regards Ian Slater President  
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